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hiy Fellow Citizens:

For a few minutes I want to speak to you about the serious
situation that has arisen in Litile Rock, For this talk I have come
to the President's office in the Vhite House, I could have spoken
irom Rhode Island, but I felt that, in speaking from the house of
Lincoln, of Jacksen and of Wilson, my words would more clearly
convey both the sadness I feel in the action I was compelled teday
to take and the firmness with which I intend to pursue this course
until the orders of the Federal Court at Little Rock can be
executed without unlawiul interference,

In that city, under the leadership of demagoglc extremists,
disorderly mobs have deliberately prevented the carrying out of
proper orders from a F:deral Court, Local authorities have
not eliminated that violent opposition and, under the law, I
yesterday issued a Proclamation calling upon the mob to disperse.

This morning the mob again gathered in front of the
Central High School of Little Rock, obviously for the purpose
of again preventing the carrying out of the Court's order relating
to the admission of Negro children to the school,

"/henever normal agencies prove inadequate to the task
and it becomes necessary for the Executive Branch of the Federal
Government to use its powers and authority to uphold Federal
Courts, the President's responsibility is inescapable.

In aceordance with that responsibility, I have today issued
an Executive Order directing the use of troops under Federal
authority to aid in the execution of Federal law at Little Rock,
Arkansas, This became necessary when my Proclamation of
yesterday was not observed, and the obstruction of Justice still
continues,

It is important that the reasons for my action be understood
by all eitizens,

As you knew, the Supreme Court of the United States has
decided that separate public educational facilities for the races
are inherently unequal and therefore compulsory school segregation
laws are unconstitutional,
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